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The Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park 

Minutes of Membership Meeting  

September 13, 2007 

************************************* 
Election Day is November 6th.  The club is a 
polling place and all ranges will be closed on 
that day. 
************************************* 
The September ‘07 meeting of The Sportsmen’s Club 
of Clifton Park was called to order at 7:01pm.   
 
The minutes of the August ‘07 meeting were read and 
accepted.   
 
The treasury report was read and accepted. 
 

Communications:  The president read a letter from 
Michael Rocque who’s a candidate for Congress for 
the 20th Congressional District.  In the letter Mr. 
Rocque stated that he would like to come to the club 
and speak to the membership. The president will try to 
contact Mr. Rocque. 
 

Committee Reports 
 
Trap: Open Trap on Thursday nights at 6:00 pm, is 
going well.  We have had a very good turn out the past 
3 weeks.  Several  new shooters have been introduced 
to the sport the past few months.  I would like to thank 
all the shooters for their cooperation on the nights 
when we do not have a full crew from the Trap 
Committee.  We appreciate it when you pitch in and 
give us a hand. 
 
With all the new shooters participating, it is important 
for the more experienced shooters to be vigilant of any 
safety violations on, or around, the trap fields.  If you 
are one of the new shooters, don’t be afraid to ask 
questions.  Better safe than sorry.  We have several 

experienced shooters that can coach you, if you 
ask.   
 
Open Trap will move to Sunday at 10:00 am, at 
the Daylight Savings Time change over date in 
November. 
 
Mark J. Shalala, Trap Committee 
372-6558  
 

Rifle:  The president reminded the membership 
that we’re into the very busy time of year at the 
rifle range so safety must be kept at he forefront  
at all times.  Please follow all safety rules at all 
times and remember to use the downrange lights 
when forward of the firing line.    
 

Pistol:  The fall pistol league is underway on 
Monday nights at 7:00pm and will run until 
November 12th.  The league is doing great and 
we’ve doubled our members from the spring 
shoot. We are looking for a window to install in 
the wall that separates the open shooting area 
from the inside. This is for safety purposes. 
Every thing else is in good condition, except one 
of the quartz lights has stopped working.  I want 
to thank the pistol shooters who use the pistol 
range building for cleaning up after them selves.  
For more information contact Don Blakeslee.  
The Adirondack Foothills Pistol League will 
start in December, contact Tony Curcurito, 434-
8032, for information. 
 

Archery:   The 3D season and Lost Arrow 
League has ended and we’re getting ready for 
hunting season.  Keep watching the newsletter 
for information on the Indoor Leagues this 
winter.  The Archery Range Safety Rules are 
now posted in the Archery Building.  Also, 
thanks to Jim Shaw, Davis Abele, Howard 
Manny, Tim Hayner and Gary LaDue who built 
the new much needed storage building near the 
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 The next Membership Meeting is October 11th @ 7pm.   



OFFICERS: 

President:  John Lee  

E-Mail: Jlee96b30@nycap.rr.com 

 

Vice-President:  Gary LaDue (383-0637) 

E-Mail: cladue@nycap.rr.com  
 

Secretary:  Jim O'Brien (377-5706)  

E-Mail: Jobrien@nycap.rr.com 

 

Treasurer:  Dawn Shafer (371-8383)  

 

Financial Secretary:  Darin Dennis (348-

1686) E-Mail: ddennis@nycap.rr.com 

 

Past President:  Frank Scalise 

 

DIRECTORS: 

Terms Expire 12/2007 
Mark Shalala (372-6558)  

E-Mail: mshalala@nycap.rr.com 
 

Howard Manny E-Mail: HFM1225@cs.com 
 

Tony Curcurito(434-8032) 

 
Tim Hayner (664-5928) 

 
Terms Expire 12/2008 
Mark Cady (274-8694)  

E-Mail: BIGM357@yahoo.com 

 

Tom Herzog (899-6855) E-Mail: 

bk6368gdr@aol.com 

 

David Fizer (885-7929)  

E-Mail: dfizer@nycap.rr.com 

 

Jerry Smith (877-5961)  

 

COMMITTEES: 
Archery:  Tim Hayner (664-5928) 

 

County Council & Conservation Camp: 

Dick Haner (584-6663) 

 

House: Tom Herzog (899-6855) 

Grounds: Jerry Smith (877-5961)  

 

Kitchen:  Jennifer Novak 

 

Legislative:  Fred Adriance 

Email: fadrianc@nycap.rr.com 

 

Pistol:  Don Blakeslee  

E-Mail:  dondiane@verizon.net 

 

Rifle: Dan Bedard 

E-Mail: ualbanydan@aol.com 

 

Trap:  Dave Fizer (855-7929)  

E-Mail: dfizer@nycap.rr.com 

 

Hunter Safety: Dennis Conrad (899-5387) 

 

Membership:  Scott Keith ( 374-2535 ) 

 

Website:  Dave Panzera  

E-Mail: dpanzera@nycap.rr.com. 
 
Plinking Range: John Bushey 

E-Mail: jbushey3@verizon.net 

The Sportsmen’s 

Club Officers and 

Directors 

archery range.  
 

Plinking Range:  I would like to 
remind the members of the no 
breakable targets policy on the 
plinking range.  A breakable target is 
considered objects like glass, 
ceramic, porcelain and things of that 
nature. This also includes the clay 
birds used for trap. I have been 
finding the shattered birds on the 
range that have been used as 
targets.  Also, no targets should be 
placed on the back stop.  Thanks for 
your cooperation, and thanks to 
those who are doing their part in 
keeping their range so clean. 
 
Safe &  Happy Shooting, 
Jonh Bushey  
 

 

Kitchen:  It was reported that 
everything is going well with the 
kitchen.  Food is being served at the 
monthly meetings. 
 

 

County Council:  Nothing to report 
on County Council but we’re 
looking for youngsters to sponsor at 
Conservation Camp next Summer.  
If you have someone in mind, 
contact Dick Haner for more 
information. Ph: 584-6663 
 

 

Legislative:  See page 4. 
 

Website:   We’re going to need a 
new webmaster.  Our current 
webmaster, Dave Panzera, will be 
stationed in South Africa for two 
years with the Air Force and will be 
unable to keep up with our website.  
The club thanks Dave for the great 
job he’s done for us over the past 
few years and we’ll be looking 
forward to his return 

  

House & Grounds:   A reminder to 
everyone to pick up their garbage 
and shot up targets, help keep the 
club and ranges clean.  No glass 
bottles as targets on any ranges.   
The House Chairman reported that 
everything is fine with the 
clubhouse. 
 

Membership:  New members 
should always see Scott Keith and/or 
Mark Cady after their first meeting 
for orientation.   
 

Old Business:  It was announced 
that members can pay their NRA 
dues through the Club. See Mark 
Cady when you want to renew your 
NRA dues.  The club gets a financial 
benefit and the NRA gets or keeps a 
member. 
 
It was announced that the 60th 
Anniversary Open House was a 
success, given the bad weather.  We 
sold around 100 chicken dinners and 
several raffle tickets fro the 
Browning A-Bolt.  We also did well 
selling club mugs, shirts and hats.  
Most importantly we gained 28 new 
members. 
 
It was announced that there is still 
raffle tickets available for purchase 
and that he drawing for the 
Browning A-Bolt will take place at 
the October meeting on October 
11th.  Make sure you return your 
tickets before October 11th. 
 
The Fall Hunter safety course will 
be held on September 22nd and 29th. 
This is a two-day course and you 
must attend both days to receive 
your hunter safety certificate. Call 
Dennis Conrad to register. 
 
 

continued 



New Business:  Philip Barrett, Clifton Park Town 
Supervisor and Scott Hughes, Town Board Member, 
attended our meeting.  Supervisor Barrett spoke to the 
membership about the waterfowl hunting issue in the 
Vischers Ferry Preserve and the importance of hearing 
the hunter’s side of this issue. 
 
The president reminded the membership that the club’s 
Annual Meeting will be held December 13th.  At this 
meeting the election of club officers and directors will 
be held.  The 2008 budget will also be presented to the 
membership.  Nominations for officer and director 
positions may be submitted to Fred Adriance, 
nomination chairman.  Fred can be reached at 
fadrianc@nycap.rr.com . 
 
The president announced that the club was invited to set 
up a display at the Clifton Park Mall on National 
Hunting and Fishing Day, 9-22-07.  The club will have 
a manned display at the mall form 10am—4pm on that 
day. 
 
Applications:  54  membership applications were read 
and accepted. 
 
The September 2007 membership meeting was 
adjourned at 8:09pm.  
 

 

Food is now served at the monthly 

membership meetings 

 
Jennifer Novak is running the kitchen for the club and 
she’s cooking some great food for the monthly 
membership meetings.  If you’re coming to a meeting, 
bring your appetite with you.  
 
Upcoming Menus: 
 
October:  Spaghetti and meatballs with garlic bread 
November: Macaroni and Cheese 
December: Chili 
 
 

  
 

 

 BOWHUNTER EDUCATION COURSE 

(certification) 

SATURDAY, 6 OCTOBER 2007, 8:00AM  TO   5:00PM 

CONTACT : Chris Gibbs to sign up - 518 -783 - 7976 

Must show proof of identification, lunch can be purchased or 
bring a lunch.  

Bring bow and arrows if you have them.  
 

 

Whitetail Seminar 
 

The Upper Hudson River Valley Branch of the Quality 
Deer Management Association invites you to attend our 

Free seminar: 
  

Recognizing Phases of the Rut 
Whitetail behavior from velvet shedding through post-

Rut: 
Friday Oct. 5th, 2007 6:30 - 9:30pm 

Schuylerville High School 
Route 29 East - Schuyerville, NY 

Speaker:  Wayne Masters  
 

 

Member Editorial 

 
At the September 13th Membership meeting, we heard a 
little about certain individuals/groups attending 
the Clifton Park Town Meetings in an effort to stop the 
annual Duck Hunting in the Vischer Ferry 
Preserve. Together, we spoke out in favor of Duck 
Hunting, and Hunting and Shooting Sports in general. 
We spoke about the importance of the support by all 
sportsmen in order to protect the future of shooting 
sports for years to come. Well, I attended the CF Town 
Hall meeting on Monday the 17th, and I was very 
disappointed when I witnessed the turnout. Maybe a 
handful of pro-hunters appeared, and out of those folks, I 
only recognized a few club members.  
  
After what I heard on the 13th, I was confident that 
sportsmen would present a good front at the meeting, but 
that was not the case. Continued lack of sportsmen 
support for shooting sports will ultimately be our demise. 
Opposing groups make progress because day in and day 
out, they chip away at what we hold sacred. Without a 
consistent stance, the future of our sport is in question. 
 
Frank Pandolfo  



Legislative Report 
 
Whose job is it anyway? 
 
Firearms enthusiasts and hunters have become the most laid back group of individuals in defending their rights.  Our 
pastimes are rooted in the history of this country and we have 2nd Amendment rights guaranteed by the Bill of Rights to 
the Constitution.  That’s not enough!  Join the NRA, they’ll protect us.  Join the New York State Rifle and Pistol Asso-
ciation, they’ll make sue we get a fair hearing.  They are fine organizations and do help, but it’s not enough.  Erosion of 
our rights happens in local small steps that surprisingly add up to major losses over the years.  The Sportsmen’s Club of 
Clifton Park is one of the largest sporting organizations in the Capital District yet we still have problems with pesky is-
sues that arise every election year from small groups of anti-hunters that want us to disappear.  Most of the time, we 
don’t seem to be able to defend our own activities.  Here is what the US Fish & Wildlife Service thinks about hunters: 
 

What do hunters do for conservation?  
 
A lot. The sale of hunting licenses, tags, and stamps is the primary source of funding for most state wildlife conservation 
efforts.  
 
By respecting seasons and limits, purchasing all required licenses, and paying federal excise taxes on hunting equipment 
and ammunition, individual hunters make a big contribution towards ensuring the future of many species of wildlife and 
habitat for the future. By paying the Federal excise tax on hunting equipment, hunters are contributing hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars for conservation programs that benefit many wildlife species, both hunted and non- hunted.  
 
Each year, nearly $200 million in hunters' federal excise taxes are distributed to State agencies to support wildlife man-
agement programs, the purchase of lands open to hunters, and hunter education and safety classes. Proceeds from the 
Federal Duck Stamp, a required purchase for migratory waterfowl hunters, have purchased more than five million acres 
of habitat for the refuge system (2005 statistics);  lands that support waterfowl and many other wildlife species, and are 
usually open to hunting.  
 
Local hunting clubs and national conservation organizations work to protect the future of wildlife by setting aside thou-
sands of acres of habitat and speaking up for conservation in our national and state capitals. 
 

Let’s see if we have what it takes 
 
The Clifton Park Town Board is taking comments from Clifton Park residents on a petition to stop the Annual Duck 
Hunt in the Clifton Park Game Preserve.  Phil Barrett, the Clifton Park Town Supervisor, talked to club members about 
what it takes to keep hunting open in the Preserve.  It requires active involvement by our club members to let the politi-
cians know how we feel.  The anti-everythings seem to be able to get their point across.  They shamelessly use every 
ruse to get the politicians to view us as the enemy to fair usage of resources and a menace to society.  You ask, “What 
can I do?”  Here’s some thing real easy.  Reread the What do hunters do for conservation and then send an email to Phil 
Barrett with a simple message on your thoughts about continued hunting in Clifton Park.  You can contact him on the 
internet at: http://www.cliftonpark.org/townhall/emailform.asp?eid=1.  I bet that if even 10% of our membership sent 
emails, he’d be overwhelmed by our response. 
 
Next month:  The good and bad laws being considered by New York legislators. 
                       Finally a Presidential candidate that defends 2nd Amendment rights; 

         Fred Thompson. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Fred Adriance – Legislative Chairman 



 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE BY JANUARY 1ST, 2008 
 
Dues for 2008 will be $75.00 (Seventy Five dollars).  You will not be receiving a separate mailing or invoice.  
Unpaid members will have there card deactivated on Feb. 1st, 2008. 

 
To remain a member in good standing, submit you dues of $75.00 by January 1st, 2008.  Make checks payable 
to “Sportsmen’s Club of Clifton Park”.  Please fill out the information on this page, remove page, and submit 
with payment to: Darin Dennis   
                            2 Tintagel Way 
                            Rexford,  NY.   12148 
 
Name_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
□ Check box if this is an address change 
 
Phone_____________________________ NRA Membership #________________________ 
 
Access Card #________________________ (Found on the back of your plastic card used for the gate and 
starts with a 0) 

 

 

 

 



October 2007 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Pistol League, 7pm 2 3  4 Open Trap, 6pm  5 6 Bowhunter Ed. 
Course, 8am-5pm 

7  8 Pistol League, 7pm 9  10  11 Open Trap 6pm 
Membership Mtg., 
7pm, Browning A-
Bolt Raffle Drawing 

12 13  

14 15 Pistol League, 
7pm 

16  17 18 Open Trap 6pm 
 

19 20  

21 22 Pistol League, 
7pm 

23  24  25 Open Trap, 6pm  
Director’s Mtg., 7pm 

26 27 

28 29 Pistol League, 
7pm 

30 
 

31 Nov 1st  
Open Trap 6pm 
 

2 3 

4 5 Pistol League, 7pm 6 Election Day, ALL 

RANGES CLOSED 

 
 

7 8  9 10  

The Sportsmen’s Club of Clifton Park 

644 Englemore Road 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 


