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The Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park 

 Membership Meeting for December 13th 

was cancelled due to the weather 

The December ‘07 meeting of The Sportsmen’s Club of 
Clifton Park was cancelled.   
 
The election of Officers and Directors and the 2008 
budget submission will be voted on at the January 10, 
2008 meeting.  Come to the meeting , cast your vote, 
get involved in the club and enjoy the dinners served by 
our kitchen committee. 
 
. 
 

 

Committee Reports 
 
Trap: The trap season is winding down and the winter 
leagues are set.  
  
Next is the shoot dates have changed as planned.  We 
are now shooting each Sunday morning at 10:00am.  
Until further notice we will be shooting on Tuesday 
evenings beginning at 5:30pm.  As for Sunday 
mornings we will shoot until everyone has had their fill 
with the last sign up being 12:00pm. 
 
Best regards and as always we are always welcoming 
new shooters.  Should you need help getting started 
please contact me at 518.885.7929 or email at 
dfizer@nycap.rr.com. 
 
David W. Fizer 
Trap Committee Chairman 

 

 

Rifle: New lights have been installed in the 
shooting/bench area.  
 
This s still a busy time of year at the rifle range so 
safety must be kept at the forefront  at all times.  
Please follow all safety rules at all times and 
remember to use the downrange lights when 
forward of the firing line.    
 

Pistol:  Spring Pistol League will be starting the 
first week in April.  The league shoots on Monday 
nights and starts at 7:00 PM and usually takes a 
little over an hour.  The league shoots two sets and 
you pick your best set of scores to turn in. We do 
this more for practice and to get new league 
shooters over being nervous if they have never 
shot in a league before.  I would like to add that 
ladies are invited to shoot,  we are a laid back 
league that enjoys league shooting and a little 
competition. If you have never shot in a league 
before this is the place to learn, we take our time 
with new shooters. Good shooting to all and above 
all get out and enjoy the sport.  
 
Don Blakeslee, Pistol Committee Chairman   
 
The Adirondack Foothills Pistol League has 
started. This is a .22 cal. league. The next shoot 
after the holidays will be January 7, 2008. If 
interested, contact Tony Curcurito, 434-8032, or 
Tony Wells 371-7504 for information. 
 

Archery:    Our Winter Indoor leagues will begin 
on Sunday January 6th @ 12:00 p.m. and 
Wednesday evening January 9th @ 7:00 p.m. If 
you would like to reserve a spot please give me a 
call @ 664-5928.  
 
We are looking for volunteer to run the kids 
indoor archery league on Sundays. If interested in 
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 The next Membership Meeting is January 10th @ 

  “Toys for Tots”  we filled the collection box . 
Thanks to all !   



OFFICERS: 

President:  John Lee  

E-Mail: Jlee96b30@nycap.rr.com 

 

Vice-President:  Gary LaDue (383-0637) 

E-Mail: cladue@nycap.rr.com  
 

Secretary:  Jim O'Brien (377-5706)  

E-Mail: Jobrien@nycap.rr.com 

 

Treasurer:  Dawn Shafer (371-8383)  

 

Financial Secretary:  Darin Dennis (348-

1686) E-Mail: ddennis@nycap.rr.com 

 

Past President:  Frank Scalise 

 

DIRECTORS: 

Terms Expire 12/2007 

Mark Shalala (372-6558)  

E-Mail: mshalala@nycap.rr.com 
 

Howard Manny E-Mail: HFM1225@cs.com 
 

Tony Curcurito(434-8032) 

 

Tim Hayner (664-5928) 

 

Terms Expire 12/2008 

Mark Cady (274-8694)  

E-Mail: BIGM357@yahoo.com 

 

Tom Herzog (899-6855) E-Mail: 

bk6368gdr@aol.com 

 

David Fizer (885-7929)  

E-Mail: dfizer@nycap.rr.com 

 

Jerry Smith (877-5961)  

 

COMMITTEES: 

Archery:  Tim Hayner (664-5928) 

 

County Council & Conservation Camp: 

Dick Haner (584-6663) 

 

House: Tom Herzog (899-6855) 

Grounds: Jerry Smith (877-5961)  

 

Kitchen:  Jennifer Novak 

 

Legislative:  Fred Adriance 

Email: fadrianc@nycap.rr.com 

 

Pistol:  Don Blakeslee  

E-Mail:  dondiane@verizon.net 

 

Rifle: Dan Bedard 

E-Mail: ualbanydan@aol.com 

 

Trap:  Dave Fizer (855-7929)  

E-Mail: dfizer@nycap.rr.com 

 

Hunter Safety: Dennis Conrad (899-5387) 

 

Membership:  Scott Keith ( 374-2535 ) 

 

Website:  Dave Panzera  

 
Plinking Range: John Bushey 

E-Mail: jbushey3@verizon.net 

The Sportsmen’s 

Club Officers and 

Directors 

running the league or assisting 
contact John Lee or Tim Hayner for 
information. Without volunteers this 
league will fold. It’s a great way to 
get involved and advance the sport 
of archery. 
 
Thanks 
Tim Hayner 
 

Plinking Range:  With all the snow 
the range is seeing little activity. 
Let’s continue to keep the range 
picked up and clean.  
                                                                        
Safe &  Happy Shooting, 
Jonh Bushey  
 

Kitchen:  A new freezer and 
dishwasher are being added to 
update the kitchen. 
 
County Council:  No report .  
 

Legislative:  See page 4 
 

Investment:  Will be reported in the 
next newsletter since there was no 
meeting in December. 
  
House & Grounds:   A reminder to 
everyone to pick up their garbage 
and shot up targets, help keep the 
club and ranges clean.  Debris left 
on the ranges causes problems with 
snow removal. 
 
New lights were installed in the 
garage where the machinery is kept.  
 

 

 Business:  Remember that members 
can pay their NRA dues through the 
Club. See Mark Cady when you 
want to renew your NRA dues.  The 
club gets a financial benefit and the 
NRA gets or keeps a member. 
  
 

 

 The idea of holding a “Sportsman’s 
Triathlon” competition is still being 
considered.  The competition would 
involve Rifle, Pistol, Trap and 
Archery with competitors picking 
three of the four disciplines to 
participate in.  This is in the early 
planning stages and more 
information will be coming.  
 
The president, officers and 

directors would like to thank the 

membership for their support and 

confidence during 2007. 

 
There were several improvements to 
the facilities made. A few are listed. 
I know there was many more and a 
special thanks goes out to all the 
volunteers who made these things 
happen. 
 Lights in the pavillion, rifle 
range, garage and pistol range. 
 A safety window installed in 
the pistol building. 
 Two coverts put in the trails 
for the archery course and a new 
storage building erected for targets. 
 The kitchen facilities were 
painted and updated 
 A new system was installed 
for the security gate 
 
We celebrated our 60th year 
anniversary this year. Even though 
the weather did not cooperate, it was 
still a great event and enjoyed by all. 
 
We hope everyone had a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New year. 
  
As we continue through the year 
with our newsletter we hope to 
include information that is 
informative and beneficial to all 
members. If there is anything you 
would like to see added to the news 
letter, contact Gary LaDue at 
Cladue@nycap.rr.com 

continued 



 
.  
 

DC handgun ban heading to supreme court: The 
highest court will decide whether the city of 
Washington can ban handguns, a case that could 
produce the most in-depth examination of the 
constitutional right to keep and bear arms in nearly 
seventy years. 
The government of Washington is asking the court to 
uphold it’s 31 year ban on handgun ownership in the 
face of a federal appeals court ruling that struck 
down the ban as incompatible with the U.S. 
constitution. Arguments will probably be in March, 
with a decision expected before the end of June. 
The main issue before the justices is whether the 
constitution protects and individual’s right to own 
guns or instead merely sets forth the collective right 
to maintain militias. The former interpretation would 
permit fewer restrictions on gun ownership. 
Gun control advocates say the constitution was 
intended to insure that states could maintain  militias, 
a response to 18th century fears of an all-powerful 
national government. Gun rights proponents contend 
the constitution gives individuals the right to keep 
guns for private uses, including self defense. 
There are some 44 state constitutions that contain 
some form of gun rights, which are not affected by 
the court’s consideration of Washington’s 
restrictions. 
Washington banned handguns in 1976, saying the 
move was designed to reduce violent crime in the 
nation’s capital. 
The city council that adopted the ban said it was 
justified because handguns have no legitimate use in 
the purely urban environment if the District of 
Columbia. 
Chicago, Illinois, has a similar handgun ban, but few 
other gun control laws are as strict as the 
Washington’s. 
Four states -  Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland and New 
York all urged the Supreme Court to take the case 
because broad application of the appeals court ruling 
would threaten all federal and state laws restricting 
access to handguns. 
 
Note: Although Washington’s homicide rate has 
declined a lot since peaking in the early 1990s, 
Washington still ranks among the highest murder 
cities, with 169 killings in 2006 

For those members who trap during the winter 
season in New York  you can expect a busy round 
of auctions this year, with many furs moving in 
price and demand due to a variety of volatile factors. 

New York’s safety record is not spotless, any time 
you mobilize 325,00 gun-toting hunters at one time 
you have an opportunity for an accident. But it’s 
pretty good , despite this season’s fatal accidents. 
Still, this season’s hunting fatalities may resume 
calls for a mandatory blaze orange law, one that 
fizzled in the state legislature in the past and has 
drawn mixed and passionate reactions from 
sportsmen and women on both sides of the issue. 
Many hunters will scowl at the very mention of 
blaze orange - even those who at least wear an 
orange cap when they head into the woods. But one 
statistic no one seems to be able to quote is “how 
many shots weren’t taken because the potential 
shooter saw a flash of blaze orange in the 
background”. That’s really the true benefit of blaze 
orange. Obviously the debate will continue, whether 
it hits Albany remains to be seen. 
 
 Are you ready for ice fishing 

 

Top ten ice fishing lakes in New York  

 
   
   Lake Champlain 
   Saratoga lake 
   Fourth Lake 
   St Lawrence River 
   Lake Ontario 
   Cayuga Lake 
   Oneida Lake 
   Honeoye Lake 
   Chautauqua Lake 
   Lake Erie 

This has been a deadly deer season with five fatalities  oc-

curring as of the beginning the December. Some were cases 

of mistaken identity, shooting at noise and not aware of the 

area beyond where they were shooting. Whether you agree 

or disagree with wearing hunter safety orange you cannot 

be safe enough when people fail to follow basic safety rules. 

 

Never shoot at a sound 

Always know your target 

Know what is beyond the target 

 

 



Legislative Committee  
 
 

 
 
 
Defend Your Right To Hunt By Arming Yourself With The Facts  One of the favorite tactics of the 
“People For Ethical Treatment Of Animals” (PETA)  is to promote hunting bans to supposedly solve the crises 
they perceive that are threatening animal species with extinction.  There have been notable species extinctions 
over the past 2 centuries, but none of these have come about from recreational hunting.  Commercial hunting 
in the 1800’s and early 1900’s was the main reason that the passenger pigeon disappeared and the near extinc-
tion of several other waterfowl species.  Subsistence hunting by starving backwoods residents in Kentucky 
and Tennessee almost  wiped out the white tailed deer and turkeys in those states during the Depres-
sion.  Since in the early 1900’s, when commercial hunting was banned in most states and the economic recov-
ery during World War II,  all major game species populations have increased.  Turkeys are now common-
place, beavers are viewed as pests that dam up streams, and bears and moose are routinely seen in local 
neighborhoods. 
Bans have been instituted in California to save the cougar and in Florida to save the alligator.  The bans have 
been on long enough to give us a clear picture of what their results have been.  In California, an average of 
200 “problem” cougars are killed each year by state hired contract hunters.  This amount is double the number 
of cougars that were taken by hunters prior to the ban in 1972.  By the way “problem” animals are confirmed 
attackers of humans or pets.  Cougars are so plentiful that they have started migrating eastward with con-
firmed populations in Michigan and Pennsylvania. 
Florida continued the ban on hunting even after it was removed from the endangered list in 1987 by the US 
Government.  This has resulted in an explosion of 7 foot and longer alligators.  In the 139 years prior to 1969 
there were only 5 recorded alligator attacks.  From 1970 until 2006, 36 years, there have been 256 attacks with 
27 people killed.  Two months ago in Florida, the police were chasing a robber in a housing development and 
he tried to swim across a lake to get away.  An alligator killed him while he was crossing a lake.  That’s a 
pretty stiff penalty for the small amount of money he got from a local bank.  In Louisiana, where alligator 
hunting has been a popular sport, they have not had a recorded death from an alligator attack and still have 
50% more alligators than Florida.  In Louisiana, revenues received by the state from alligator hunters are used 
to improve wetland habitat.   
Now for a species we’re more familiar with in the Northeast.  According to a study done at the University of 
Alberta, when bear hunting is allowed, cubs have a 25% better chance of surviving.   Hunters generally seek 
trophy kills of the largest males that usually prey on the young cubs.  Another myth that scientists debunked is 
the mother/cub related attacks being the most frequent occurrence.  Bears that are alone are involved in 8 at-
tacks for every one mother/cub attack.  Bear populations have experienced rapid growth at the same time that 
the “anti-hunters” are starting their campaigns in the Northeast.  Thanks to Frank Minter for a lot of these 
facts in his book “The Politically Incorrect Guide to Hunting”. 

 

Yale Law School Study on Safe Storage Gun Laws , Conclusions  The impact of safe storage laws are con-
sistent with existing research indicating that the guns which are most likely to be used in an accidental shoot-
ing are owned by the least law-abiding citizens and thus are least likely to be locked up after passage of the 
law.  The safe storage laws thus manage to produce no significant change in accidental deaths or suicides and 
yet still raise crime rates because households with low accidental death risks are now the ones most likely to 
obey the law. 



 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE BY JANUARY 1ST, 2008 
 
Dues for 2008 will be $75.00 (Seventy Five dollars).  You will not be receiving a separate mailing or invoice.  
Unpaid members will have there card deactivated on Feb. 1st, 2008. 

 
To remain a member in good standing, submit you dues of $75.00 by January 1st, 2008.  Make checks payable 
to “Sportsmen’s Club of Clifton Park”.  Please fill out the information on this page, remove page, and submit 
with payment to: Darin Dennis   
                            2 Tintagel Way 
                            Rexford,  NY.   12148 
 
Name_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
□ Check box if this is an address change 
 
Phone_____________________________ NRA Membership #________________________ 
 
Access Card #________________________ (Found on the back of your plastic card used for the gate and 
starts with a 0) 

 

 

 

 

Want Ads 



January 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  Happy New Year  2   3 4 5 

6 Open Trap and 
Singles League, 
10am 
Archery  12 noon 

7  8  9 indoor archery 
7PM 

10 annual /
membership meeting 
at the club. 7PM 
 

11 12 

13 Open Trap and 
Singles League, 
10am 
Archery 12 noon 

14 15  16 indoor archery 7 
PM 

17 
 

18 19 

20 Open Trap and 
Singles League, 
10am 
Archery 12 noon 

21 22  23 indoor archery 7 
PM 

24 Directors meeting  
7PM 

25 26 

27 Open Trap and 
Singles League, 
10am 
Archery 12 noon 

28  29 
 

30 indoor archery 7 
PM 

31 Feb. 1 2 

 3 4 5 
 

6 indoor archery 7 
PM 

7 8 9 

The Sportsmen’s Club of Clifton Park 

644 Englemore Road 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 


