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Tips for Safe Hunting 

Hunting is a popular outdoor activity. Whether it's for sport or for 
sustenance, hunting requires you to be focused, skilled and patient. 
You also need to be careful -- hunting can be very dangerous. 
Every year, hundreds of hunters suffer injuries. Sure, people have 
gun accidents, but not all injuries come as the result of a firearms 
mishap. Unstable terrain or dangerous a-nimals are hazards that 
also put hunters at risk. It's important for you to know about the 

potential dangers before heading out on a hunt. 

-It's a good idea to enroll in a hunter safety course even if you've 
gone hunting before. In the United States, some states require 
hunters take a safety course before they can apply for a hunting 
license. Many states offer courses in hunter safety, some of which 
are conducted over the Internet. Most programs require hunters to 
participate in a field day to demonstrate they have learned and can 
apply the lessons from the course. The International Hunter 
Education Association (IHEA) has an online course that you can 
complete at your own convenience. But the IHEA's hunters should 
use its course only as a supplement to a traditional hunter safety 

program. 

We'll take a look at five tips every sportsman should keep in mind 
to stay safe while hunting. 

Tip 5: Tree Stand Safety 

A tree stand is a useful hunting tool. It allows hunters to gain an 
elevated view of the surrounding terrain and avoid leaving a strong 
ground scent that game might detect. But tree stands can -also be 
very dangerous. They provide a very small surface upon which the 
hunter kneels, sits or stands. Getting on and off a tree stand safely 
can be challenging, and then there's the trip up or down the tree to 

take into account. 

Once on the stand, you must stay aware of where you are in relation 
to the edge of the platform. You shouldn't focus on the target to the 
detriment of your spatial awareness. And there's also a risk of 

nodding off to sleep while waiting for game to show up. 

That's why you should always use fall restraints and harnesses 
when you're using a tree stand. In general, a fall restraint tethers a 
hunter to the tree, not the tree stand. There are many styles of 
restraints and harnesses. It's important to wear the restraints from 
when you begin your climb to the moment when you're safely back 
on the ground again. You should also have a plan on how to safely 
lower yourself to the ground if your restraint system catches you 
after a fall. 

Tip 4: Don't Hunt Alone 

Whenever possible, you should go hunting with at least one partner. 
Together, you and your partner can watch out for one another. If 
either of you should have an accident, the other can ass-ist the 

injured party or go get help. Without a partner, you're left on 
your own. Something as simple as a twisted ankle can quickly 
become a life-threatening situation under the right set of 

circumstances. 

It's doubly important to work with a partner if you'll be hunting 
in unfamiliar terrain. Together, you stand a better chance at 
navigating through the area and having a positive hunting 

experience than you would on your own. 

If you enjoy hunting as a solitary experience, at the very least, 
you should tell other people when you're going out to hunt. Let 
someone else know when and where you'll be hunting. You 
should also establish a time when you'll touch base with that 
person to let him or her know you're fine after your hunting 
trip. If you suffer an injury, you don't want the added dangers 
of being caught outside without anyone knowing where you 
are. 

Tip 3: Wear Hunter Orange 

One thing you should always keep in mind whe-n you go 
hunting is that you may not be the only hunter out there. You 
want to make sure you're visible and identifiable as a human 
being. To that end, you should always wear blaze orange -- 
also known as hunter orange. Ideally, you should wear an 
orange vest or jacket as well as a hat. This will help prevent 

other hunters from mistaking you for game. 

A newsletter by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) listed 
statistics from a New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) report about hunting injuries suffered 
from 1989 to 1995. Out of all the injury reports that involved 
two or more hunters, 76 percent of the incidents involved 
people who were not wearing hunter orange at the time. The 
report listed 259 accidents in which the injured hunter wasn't 
wearing hunter orange. In 125 of those cases, the DEC reported 
the accident was a result of one hunter mistaking another for 

game [source: CDC]. 

Another good tip is to carry a flashlight with you when you go 
hunting. If you hunt into the evening hours, a flashlight can 
help identify you as a human being. 

Tip 2: Be Sure of Your Target 

It's the moment of truth. You've just spotted your game after 
waiting patiently for s-everal hours. You quickly move your 
gun into position, line your target up in your sights and fire. 

What's wrong with that? 

First, that's not the right way to ensure an effective and humane 
kill. Every time you fire at game, you want to make the best 
shot possible. That's the shot that kills humanely while leaving 
the most meat. Second, you need to verify that your target is 
actually game and not another hunter or a non-game animal. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Third, you need to be aware of what's 
between you and your target, as well as 
what's beyond your target. If you are 
hunting near a farm or road, you have to 
consider what might happen if you miss 
your shot -- or if it goes clean through your 

target and keeps on going. 

You should never take a shot unless you are 
certain that there are no safety risks 
involved. That might mean you'll miss the 
opportunity to hit your target once in a 
while, but it will also help prevent accidents 
and injuries. 

Tip 1: Practice Gun Safety 

The last tip seems the most obvious, but it 
cannot be overstated: Follow gun safety 
practices. Treat every gun as if it were 
loaded at all times-, even if you are 
absolutely certain it's unloaded. You should 
keep the gun's action open and only load the 
gun when you're ready to use it. Never point 
a gun at yourself or another person. Practice 
muzzle control -- keep the gun's muzzle 
pointed in a safe direction. The safest 

direction is usually toward the ground. 

Also, keep your finger off the trigger until 
you are ready to take a shot. While guns are 
designed so that your finger fits over the 
trigger in a natural way, avoid carrying a 
gun this way. Always keep your finger 
outside the trigger guard until you're 
prepared to actually shoot. You should also 
keep your gun's safety on until you are 

ready to fire. 

If you plan to use a tree stand, you should 
tie a strong rope or cord to your unloaded 
rifle. Wait until you are on the stand and 
secure before pulling your rifle up after you. 
When you're ready to come down, lower 
your unloaded rifle to the ground first. 
Never try to climb up to or down from a tree 
stand with a loaded weapon. 
 

A few words from the Plinking Range 

The club has reinstated target frame holders 
and wooden target frames this year for the 
plinking range. We have installed 2 
positions … Points 1 & 3 as marked on the 
posts supporting the shelter roof.  
 
The target frames should be used for pistol, 
rifle and slug guns only. Please do not use 
any type shot shells when using the frames. 
They are not made to withstand the pellets 
as they shred the cardboard and destroy the 
frames. 

(Continued from page 1)  
If you are looking to sight in your hunting 
rifle and slug guns Points 1 & 3 should be 
used for your initial zeroing in before 
moving on to the larger ranges. 
Once your point of impact is 1” lower than 
your point of aim, you are ready to move on 
to the 100, 200 and 300 yard ranges for your 
final sighting in. This should free up the 
plinking range for others to do the same and 
hopefully you will have to spend less time 
and ammo at the larger ranges. 
 
Please remember if we all take out more than 
we brought in, the plinking range will be 
ready for you the next time. 
 
Have a good and safe hunting season! 
 
Bill Sommers 
Plinking chairman 
 

This is the first newsletter contribution from 
your new Pistol Chairman, Tony 
Dorangrichia (tdorangrichia@nycap.rr.com).  
The .22 bullseye league has begun and will 
run every Monday night at 7:00 PM up to 
and including 11/21. 
     The pistol committee has met and 
discussed events and activities that maybe of 
interest to the club's pistol shooters. Various 
ideas were tossed around such as adding a 
centerfire bullseye league and possibly a 
turkey shoot, or training, among others.  
These are just thoughts at the moment as we 
want to give members an opportunity for 
input.  If anyone has any  thoughts about 
what activities the committee should 
consider please get them to myself or another 
member of the committee.(Names and 
contact info below.) 
     We have been making a concerted effort 
to make and repair target frames so members 
will have adequate frames available when 
they arrive to shoot. 
     In addition we have expanded the targets 
available to shooters.  These targets are 
provided at a nominal cost of .10 for the 
paper targets and .25 for the heavy paper 
targets.  The only money available to replace 
them is what members place in the slot in the 
cabinet next to the desk. 
     On occasion shooters have come to the 
range to find that good quality target frames 
are in short supply.  This is because shooters 
tend to shoot out the cross and support beams 
of the frames.  Please place your targets in 
the center of the cardboard backing and try 
not to shoot any faster that your ability 
allows you to hit the target.  This will assure 

(Continued on page 3) 



that frames will last longer and everyone will have them to 
enjoy shooting. 
Thanks for your cooperation. 
     PISTOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Dick Buehler - 928 - 4627 Richard.buehler@verizon.net 
Dave Freidman - 248 - 9480 
Dick Reed - rhreed@nycap.rr.com           Dennis O'dell - 

dodell@nycap.rr.com 

Additional Announcements: 

Tim Hayner is resigning as archery co-chairman as of the 

end of this year.  

Next membership meeting is October 13, 2011 at 7:00 PM.  

The Sportsmen’s Club of Clifton Park 
Membership Meeting 
September 8, 2011 

 
The September 2011 membership meeting opened at 07:03 
PM 
The minutes of August 2011 were read and accepted. 
The Treasurer’s report for August 2011 was read and 
accepted. 
 

Communications: 

• E-Mail from a neighbor was read complaining about 

rapid fire rounds of weapons. We will discuss this 
issue at the next director’s meeting. 

 

Committee Reports: 

� It was announced that John Lee is resigning as chair of 

Trap. Trap is still shooting on Tuesday evenings. 

� The 300-yard Rifle range is closed because of some 

wash out. We will be reopening after examination of 
range and road way. 

� A fall Pistol league will be starting up soon. For 

additional information, please talk to Tony Wells. 

� It was reported that members of our Archery group 

went to a IVO shoot. We did very well. It was also 
announced that there are two broad head targets on the 
broad head range. The  Summer archery program that 
we co-sponsor  with Clifton Park went very well was 
also reported. 
The Legislative Committee filed this report: 

Fast and Furious   BATFE’s scheme to sell 
American firearms to Mexican Drug 
Cartels is continuing to shake up the 
government’s law enforcement agencies.  
The BATFE Director has been replaced 
and an Assistant Attorney General 
involved in the program has resigned.  
The reckless plan was run out of the 
BATFE’s field office in Phoenix and put 
thousands of guns into the hands of 
violent criminals in Mexico.  The House 
Oversight and Government reform 
Committee continues their investigation 

(Continued from page 2) into the cover-up while the Senate’s Homeland 
Security  and Governmental Affairs Committee 
looks like they’ll be opening their own investigation.  
Federal officials quickly tried to cover up evidence 
that a gun found at the scene of Border Patrol agent 
Brian Terry’s murder was one that the government 
intentionally helped sell to the Mexican cartels.  The 
Senate Judiciary Committee also revealed that 21 
more of the “Fast and Furious” weapons were found 
at violent crime scenes in Mexico.  Perhaps the 
government’s call to the Border States to tighten up 
on the sale of weapons to criminals should start with 
federal government agencies operating out of those 
states.  The Attorney General, Eric Holder, claims 
that he had no knowledge of the “Fast and Furious” 
plan.  That seems unlikely since evidence pointing to 
White House involvement has already been 
rumored. 

The National Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act Of 2011 continues to 
gain supporters in Congress.  There is now only one state (Illinois) that 
has no clear legal way for individuals to carry concealed firearms for 
self-defense.  Forty states now have permit systems that make it 
possible for any law-abiding person to obtain a permit and most of the 
others have discretionary permit systems like New York.  Vermont has 
never required a permit to possess a hand gun.  H.R. 822 would take a 
major step forward for gun owners' rights by significantly expanding 
where those permits are recognized. 

 

ο Pistol and Revolver Ballistic Identification Databank Repeal 

being sought under S459-2011 proposed by Senator Nozzolio from the 
54th District of Central New York.  It has passed a State Senate vote 
and is stuck in the Codes Committee of the Assembly.  To date this 
program has cost the New York Taxpayers nearly $40 million and not 
been used to successfully prosecute one criminal. 

ο Microstamping is still being held up by the Senate Codes 

Committee.  To date, there is only one other state in the nation that has 
passed this legislation – California.  Now the California Police Chiefs 
Association is calling on the state to put the brakes on the unproven 
system.  The CPCA sent a letter to California Attorney General Brown 
stating that “it now appears that statements about the capabilities of 
micro stamping may have been technologically premature.”  Here in 
New York, our own state trooper PBA does not support the bill. 
S675A-2011. 

ο House committee reported that they had some work done around 

the clubhouse which including cleaning on inside and outside. 

ο There was not No grounds, CMP or county council reports this 

month. 

ο Plink range will be adding two targets for sighting in rifles. 

ο Kitchen reported that they  would like to put out real dinner at the 

next membership meeting 

Old Business: 

• It was reported that the Boy Scouts special corporate event seems 

to have died because there was not enough help from club 
members. 

• A new camera has been located in Florida for the plinking range. 

 

New Business: 

• Nominations for officers and directors will start at October’s 



membership meeting. Talk to Fred Adriance if you are interested in running for a position. 

• The 2012 membership dues are now due. Please pay in December. 

• Need articles for newsletter. The next newsletter should have articles in by October 1st. 

• It was announced that we will validate a member’s membership status when we have a vote. 

• The President requested that Club members renew their NRA dues through the Club. We do get a rebate from the NRA. See 

Mark Cady to sign up. 
 
The September 2011 membership meeting closed at 7:31 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IS DUE ON OR BEFORE 1 JANUARY 2012 

 
Dues for 2012 will be $75.00 (Seventy Five dollars).  You will not be receiving a separate mailing or invoice.   
Unpaid members will have their cards deactivated on 1 February 2012 and you will be deleted from club 
membership. Should you wish to join the club again you must get on the waiting list and apply as a new 
member.  
Make checks payable to “Sportsmen’s Club of Clifton Park”.  Please fill out the information on this page, 
remove and submit it with payment to: Tom Herzog   
                                                         13D Rovanten Park 
                                                              Ballston Lake, NY.  12019 
Send separate checks for NRA membership or Newsletter ad payment to : 
 644 Englemore Road 
           Clifton Park, NY 12065  
Name_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

□ Check box if this is an address change 

 
Phone_____________________________ NRA Membership #________________________ 
Access Card #________________________ (located on the back of your card) required information 



Want Ads

$1000.00 off closing costs for club members.

Reloading Specialists Since 1949

 
 
 
 
    

Brian Lawlor
Hearing Health Care Practitioner

4 Raleigh Drive Ph 518-371-4168
Clifton Park NY 12065 Cell 518-322-5645

Brian Lawlor Hearing Aid Co. LLC
“All Makes and Models, 44 Years Experience”

Custom Shooters Ear Protection







OCTOBER 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 Trap 5 6 7 8 

9   Trap 10 11  12 13 Meeting 14 15 

16 Trap 17 18  19 20 21 22 

23 Trap 24 25  26 27 BOD 28 29 

30 Trap 31      
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