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The Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park 
 Membership Meeting was March 13, 2008 

 
 

 The March 2008 membership meeting opened at 7:04 
PM. 
 
The minutes of the February 2008 Membership meet-
ing were read and accepted. 
 
The treasurer’s report for February 2008 was read and 
accepted. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Trap: 
 
The ATA Doubles Leagues ended 20 March. Open trap 
seasonal change over begins Thursday 20 March and 
continues every Thursday night until the fall change 
over date of 30 October. 
 
Safe Shooting By Mark Shalala 
Firearms malfunctions in shotguns can be serious situa-
tions. You should know what they are, and how to han-
dle them. The NRA has a set of definitions that have 
been adopted by ranges all over the world: 
Malfunction is when a firearm fails to function as de-
signed. 
Misfire is a failure of the cartridge to fire after the 
primer has been struck by the firing pin. 
Hang  Fire is a perceptional delay in the ignition of the 
cartridge after the primer has been struck by the firing 
pin. 
Squib Load or Blooper is the development of less than 
normal pressure or velocity after ignition of the car-
tridge (wad may become stuck in the barrel). 
 
What to do: A malfunction could be caused by the fire-
arm or the ammunition. If it is a firearm problem, take 

it to a qualified gunsmith. 
If it is caused by the ammunition, keep the gun 
pointed in a safe direction, keep the action 
closed for at least 30 seconds and then open the 
action away from your face. Misfires should be 
separated from the rest of your ammunition and 
disposed of properly. 
The barrel should always be checked visually 
for obstructions after all squib loads. 
 
If you have any repeating ammunition malfunc-
tions, contact the retailer or manufacturer with 
the lot number. They will usually replace it free 
of charge. Do not continue to use malfunction-
ing ammunition. If it is a hand load, carefully 
review your reloading procedures and the com-
ponents you used to make the ammunition.  
 

Rifle:  
 
The rifle range was closed 18 March to replace 
all 3 garage doors. These are a commercial 
grade door and should last and be safer than the 
previous ones. 
 

 Pistol: 

 
The pistol league will start the first Monday of 
April at 7:00. Anyone interested in being in the 
league can still join, even after the start date. 
 
A pair of binoculars were found in the pistol 
building near station 7 or 8 on the afternoon of 
march 3. Please contact the pistol committee 
chairman to retrieve them. 
 
Good shooting 
Don Blakeslee, pistol committee chairman. 
 



 

 

The Sportsmne’s Club Officers and  

Directors 

 

 

OFFICERS: 

President:  John Lee  

E-Mail: Jlee96b30@nycap.rr.com 

 

Vice-President:  Gary LaDue (383-0637) 

E-Mail: cladue@nycap.rr.com  

 

Secretary:  Jim O'Brien (377-5706)  

E-Mail: Jobrien@nycap.rr.com 

 

Treasurer:  Dawn Shafer (371-8383)  

 

Financial Secretary:  Darin Dennis (280-

3143) E-Mail: ddennis@nycap.rr.com 

 

Past President:  Frank Scalise 

 

DIRECTORS: 

Terms Expire 12/2007 

Mark Shalala (372-6558)  

E-Mail: mshalala@nycap.rr.com 
 

Howard Manny E-Mail: HFM1225@cs.com 

 

Tony Curcurito(434-8032) 

 

Tim Hayner (664-5928) 

 

Terms Expire 12/2008 

Mark Cady (274-8694)  

E-Mail: BIGM357@yahoo.com 

 

Scott Keith (373-2535) 

 

David Fizer (885-7929)  

E-Mail: dfizer@nycap.rr.com 

 

Jerry Smith (877-5961)  

 

COMMITTEES: 

Archery:  Tim Hayner (664-5928) 

 

County Council & Conservation Camp: 

Dick Haner (584-6663) 

 

House: Tom Herzog (899-6855) 

Grounds: Jerry Smith (877-5961)  

 

Kitchen:  Jennifer Novak 

 

Legislative:  Fred Adriance 

Email: fadrianc@nycap.rr.com 

 

Pistol:  Don Blakeslee  

E-Mail:  dondiane@verizon.net 

 

Rifle: Dan Bedard 

E-Mail: ualbanydan@aol.com 

 

Trap:  Dave Fizer (855-7929)  

E-Mail: dfizer@nycap.rr.com 

 

Hunter Safety: Dennis Conrad (899-5387) 

 

Membership:  Scott Keith ( 374-2535 ) 

 

Website:  Dave Panzera  

 
Plinking Range: John Bushey 

E-Mail: jbushey3@verizon.net 

The Sportsmen’s 

Club Officers and 

Archery: 
 
The dates for 3D archery shoots at our 
club are as follows:  27 April 2008, 
June 8, 2008, July 20, 2008, and Au-
gust 10, 2008. All ranges will be 
closed on these days. The shoot of 27 
April is a charity shoot with all the pro-
ceeds going to the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association. 
 
The indoor target league is finished. 
The top 3 teams out of 24 teams were: 
1st place:  Jeff Alderman/Jennifer 
Novack 
2nd place:  Gary LaDue/Tyler Rose 
3rd place:  Al Arpin/ Mary Patenaude 
Congratulations to all. 
 
We are thinking of running a summer 
field archery league at Clifton Park this 
summer if there is enough interest.  We 
would shoot after work on Tuesdays, 
starting the beginning of May. Shooters 
start into the course whenever people 
arrive between 5 and 6:30.  The cost 
would be $2 per night for CPSC mem-
bers, $3 for others. 
 
For those who haven’t shot field arch-
ery before, there are 14 targets with dis-
tances between 20 feet and 80 yards.  
There are shorter distances for Youth.  
Unless there is a preference for Hunter 
Targets, I plan to put up the Field 
Round targets. 
 
I would like to get at least a dozen peo-
ple committed to make it worth run-
ning.  Please sign up below, call me 
(Jon Allison) at 383-1465, or email me 
at allisj2@alum.rpi.edu 
 

Kids Archery League: 
Finished Sunday March 16. League 
went well this year. Sunday was our 
fun shoot where the kids shot at 3D tar-
gets, balloons, had pizza, etc.  We re-
ceived many donations for door prizes 
from local archery shops.  I want to 

thank John Busch and Spencer 
Martin for their help.  Cliff Stevens 
 

Plinking Range: no report 

Kitchen: 

Meals are being prepared for the 
monthly meetings.  Bring your ap-
petite for creamy Italian chicken 

and egg noodles. 

The Club is hosting three educa-
tional events in April and the 
kitchen would like to serve lunch.  
If you are available April 5th, 12th 
or 19th and would like to volunteer 
in the kitchen please let me know.  
My contact info: phone 878-7855, 

Jennifer 

County Council:  
 
There was no county council report 
this month.  
  
Legislative: see page 4 

House Committee: 

The house committee reported the 
club house is looking good. Mem-
bers are reminded to keep the 

ranges clean.  

Club Web Site: 

Members can have articles and pic-
tures posted on the club’s web site. 
The web master’s  e-mail is listed 
in the newsletter. Or forward the 

information to John Lee. 

Old Business: 

 
The President requested that club 
members renew their NRA dues 
through the club. We do get a re-
bate. 



 
It was announced that the 2008 annual dues are now 
past due. Access to the club’s facilities has been 
turned off if you did not pay your dues. 
 
The bow hunter safety course scheduled for 19 April 
is full. 
 
The hunter safety course scheduled for 5th and 12th 
April 2008 is also full. 
 

New Business: 
 
Elections were held to fill the vacant Board position 
created by the resignation of Tom Herzog. The nomi-
nations were Don Blakeslee and Scott Keith. The vot-
ing was very close and Scott Keith won. Congrats to 
you Scott. 
 
It was also announced that the doors/frames on both 
the archery and pistol buildings will be replace within 
the next few weeks. 
 
Jim King from the Civilian Marksmanship Program 
addressed the membership. Jim is the coordinator for 
our club. In February 2008, SCCP became an affili-
ated shooting club of the Civilian Marksmanship Pro-
gram (CMP). Website: www.odcmp.com. CMP pro-
motes firearms safety training and rifle practice for all 
qualified U.S. citizens.  
Benefit of CMP Affiliation: Members of affiliated 
clubs can purchase surplus military firearms, parts and 
ammunition directly from this government outlet. 
Purchase Requirements: 1) Membership in an affili-
ated club; 2) US citizenship; 3) Age 18 or older; 4) 
Participation in qualified marksmanship activity*.  
*CMP Certified Shoot: Members of SCCP are invited 
to obtain their “CMP Qualified Marksmanship Activ-
ity” at the Dunhams Bay Fish and Game Club in 
Queensbury, NY on May 10, 2008. Shoots are 9AM 
and 1PM. Fee is $25. For application forms and addi-
tional information visit their website: 
www.dunhamsbay.org. There is also information 
posted on the SCCP bulletin board.  
 
 
Seventeen applications were read and accepted into 
the club. Congrats  and welcome  to the new members. 
 
The February membership meeting closed at 7:56 PM. 

 

  Trout Season 
 

About 2 million hatchery raised trout will be stocked 
in New York  this  year. The majority after 1 April but 
some will be seeded in time for the opener. Most of 
the fish set free will be yearlings that average from 8 
to 11 inches. However anglers can look forward to 
about 90,000 trout that were held in the hatcheries for 
two years instead of the normal one year. 
Anglers can find stocking quotas for their favorite wa-
ters by clicking their way through the web site of  
New York Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion’s at dec.ny.gov. 
Once the state agency’s home page appears on the 
screen , the next step is to click on “fishing.” From 
there , scroll down to “Fish stocking.” 
Then choose “ Spring trout stocking” to produce a 
comprehensive roster of waters that are anticipated to 
get a share of the hatchery system’s  trout crop in 
2008. Stocking spots and projected quotas are grouped 
by county.  
Having obtained the stocking quota set by state fisher-
ies biologists for a given stream, anglers who dig a 
little deeper on the DEC’s web site often can pin point 
the location of public fishing areas on that same water. 
Under the “ Public Fishing rights” section on the 
state’s web site, you will discover good maps and de-
scriptions of major trout streams in DEC regions 
3,6,7,8, and 9. 
In addition, by scrolling through the web section enti-
tled “PFR in the Adirondacks,” you can download and 
print maps of about 30 streams in regions, including 
such famed northern rivers as the Battenkill and the 
West Branch Ausable. 
For those of you who don’t have computers can ac-
quire free maps of many trout waters and local stock-
ing quotas by telephoning The regional DEC. 
 
( above article copied from New York Game & Fish, 
volume 2008, No 4. April 2008) 
 
 
 
Spring is here and it’s an great time to volunteer to get 
involved at your Club. Join a committee, help with the 
up keep and participate in the events. Don’t know 
where to start, call Gary LaDue at 383-0637 
 
 
 



Legislative Committee: 
 
 
Over 305 US Senators and Representatives signed a Brief to The US Supreme Court in the case of the Wash-
ington, DC handgun ban.  The Brief was signed and endorsed by the President of the Senate, Vice President 
Cheney.  In their Brief for Amici Curiae (Friend of the Court) they emphasized the US Congress has been re-
sponsible for interpreting the Constitution to ensure appropriate laws are made and enforced.  Their bottom 
line opinion is that from the framing of the Constitution, through the Civil War, and up to the present, The Sec-
ond Amendment has been interpreted to infer an individual right to each citizen, regardless of their member-
ship in an organized militia.  They feel that the Washington, SDC handgun ban is unreasonable and violates 
the meaning of the US Constitution. 
 
One of the cases, the Congress specifically addressed was the confiscation of weapons during Hurricane 
Katrina.  The recent Disaster Relief & Emergency Assistance Act Amendment, makes it illegal for any local; 
state, or Federal agency to confiscate weapons during a disaster.  They felt that during lawless times, like those 
that existed in New Orleans,  is when law abiding citizens should be able to protect themselves. 
 
The good news locally was that Representative Gillibrand stood up for our Second Amendment rights  and 
signed the Congressional Brief. 
 
Hillary (Gun Control) Clinton said that Barack Obama’s anti-gun stand makes him unelectable in the 
US.  Wow, is she going to recant all the anti-gun rhetoric she’s been spewing for the past 20 years?  Yesterday, 
in reaction to Clinton’s accusation, Senator Obama in a public speech affirmed the Second Amendment as a 
guarantee of individual rights  for every citizen. 
 
The Brady (anti-gun) Committee just released their annual state report cards.  The highest scores go to states 
that adopt all their gun ban legislation.  Top marks went to California.  Last year violent crime in California 
was around 20% higher than the national average.  The 10 states receiving the lowest  Brady scores were the 
12 safest states in the US, with crime rates significantly below the national average. 
 
Have you registered to vote?  If not, the NRA is making it a lot easier.  Just go to https://ssi.capwiz.com/nra/
e4/nvra and fill in the on screen form.  It’s all about rights and responsibilities. 

 
New York: pro-gun  companion bill introduced ! Senate Bill 2733, sponsored by State Senator James Steward 
(R-51), which pertains to the privacy of pistol license holders and applicants, now has a companion bill in the 
State Assembly, Assembly Bill 10151,, authored by State Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte (D-138). Both 
S2733 and A10151 would prohibit information contained within a license application or information about a 
licensee from being shared with anyone other than a law enforcement agency for the purpose of conducting a 
criminal investigation. 
 
New York Anti-Gun Legislation Still Pending! A number of anti-gun bills are still awaiting action on the As-
sembly floor: A7331, expanding the ban on so-called “assault weapons”: A3451. expanding the ballistic imag-
ing program: A2772, banning >50 caliber firearms: A829, requiring “childproof” firearms: A76, requiring 
mandatory storage: A6525, creating new requirements and liability for gun dealers: and A3447, banning fran-
gible ammunition, may all see floor action soon. Additionally, the Assembly may consider A6052, which 
could put New York on the path to prohibiting lead ammunition. Still pending in the Codes Committee is 
A9543, a measure that would require black powder guns to be a licensed as firearms. Please call your State 
Legislators today at 518-455-4100, and urge them to oppose the bills listed above. If you need help finding out 
who your legislator is, go to the New York Rifle & Pistol Association’s website at : http://www.nysrpa.org/ 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 Open Trap 6PM 4 5 Hunter safety 
course  

6       
 

7  
 

8 9 
 

10 Membership 
mtg 7PM, Open 
Trap 6PM 
 

11 12 Hunter safety 
course 

13       
 

14 
 

15 16 
 

17 Open Trap 6PM 
 

18 19 Bow hunter 
safety course 

20 
 

21 
 

22 23 
 

24 Directors mtg. 
7PM, Open Trap 
6PM 
 

25 26 

27 3D archery 
shoot.  ALL 
RANGES CLOSED   

28 
 

29 30 
 

   

       

April 2008 

The Sportsmen’s Club of Clifton Park 

644 Englemore Road 
Clifton Park, NY 12065 


